




AN NYC CELEBRATION FOR THE DANCER 

Betsye Kay Finch passed away on March 3, 2019. 

On October 25, at Sardi's, the iconic Broadway restaurant, family, friends, 
former students, and colleagues gathered to remember the talented dancer 
and teacher. It would have been her 93rd birthday. The day was celebratory 
and emotional for Alexis. "To think all of these people traveled such distances 
to celebrate her and honor her life - it spoke so highly of my mom," she said. 

Lakeland native Lindsey Alley shared memories with Betsye. One of which 
involved the two aboard a plane bound for LaGuardia Airport that had to 
make an emergency landing. "When the plane eventually landed, on foam 
and to throngs of emergency trucks, Miss Betsye was giggling as she slid 
down the emergency chute. I'll never forget that moment or her joyous zest for 
life," recounted Alley. In attendance was famed composer of the Broadway 
musical, Annie, Charles Strouse whom Betsye met while attending the musical, 
Bring Back Birdie to see former student Rebecca Renfroe-Borneman. Alexis 
was overjoyed Strouse came to the celebration. "He appreciated the fact that 
she made such an impact on her community with dance," said Alexis. 

Renfroe-Borneman who was also a guest at the October 25 luncheon, penned 
and sung a song entitled "Dancing in the Tune" for her childhood dance 
teacher. In the last stanza of the song, Rebecca belts: 

Dancing in the tune 

Watching children fly 

Dancing through the songs 

The dancer never dies 

THE BETSYE KAY FINCH PERFORMING ARTS 

FOUNDATION 

In honor of her mother,_ Alexis started the Betsye Kay Finch Performing Arts
Foundation. 
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"I knew right away when my mother passed that I wanted to form a 
foundation in her honor to continue to help other young people who might not 
be as fortunate as she was, to have the help that she had to get to New York 
to study," said Alexis. "Why not perpetuate in her name, to be able to help 
other young people go forward to study and pursue their dreams. It is to keep 
her memory alive. She was adamant about education - helping young peopl� 
become successful in whatever they did in life." 

The scholarship will be awarded amongst the fiv� Lakeland area high schools 
to deserving graduating seniors pursuing post-secondary education in dance 
or musical theatre. This will include scholarships toward theatrical institutions 
and dance academies. "Not every creative soul chooses to go the academic 
route. We didn't want to narrow it to only college or university," said Alexis. 

Alexis Rocker and six other people who knew Betsye Kay personally are on 
the board, including Leah Belletto Lauderdale. Nancy Cook Fisher and 
Rebecca Renfroe-Borneman are advisors to the Board. The Betsye Kay 
Finch Performing Arts Foundation will be working with the Polk Education 
Foundation to receive applicants. The first scholarships will be awarded later 
this spring and they plan to have their first fundraiser in September. 

"She was such an influence on my life and continued to be until the day she 
died," said Nancy of Betsye Kay. "That woman was just a ray of sunshine." 

Betsye Kay Finch was a one-in-a-million person, a dazzling performer with 
an electric Broadway smile, kind eyes, and a light that shone bright enough 
to illuminate all who encountered her. If even one of the students who receive 
a scholarship from her foundation go on to do a fraction of what Betsye did 
in her lifetime, imagine how the community could be uplifted and enriched. 
Alexis said of her mother, "She's still helping young people from Heaven." 

To send donations, contact: 

Betsye Kay Finch Performing Arts Foundation 

4798 S Florida Ave, #225, Lakeland, FL 33813 

Email: bkfperformingarts@gmail.com 


